




Millennium Park

Chicago, USA

• 24 acre park

• Transformed 

dilapidated parking lot 

and rail yard

• Venues for 

performance, art, 

sculpture, architecture

• Over 500 cultural 

events a year

• Cost $490 million, 

$270 million from 

private sector

• Increased tourism 

revenues by $2.6 

billion



Discovery Green

Houston, USA



Tell us 

what you 

want …



The City Square Project 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

DESIGN 

Q. How will this affect existing buildings in the Gardens and Belmont Street? 

The City Square project has the potential to be a catalyst for the much 
needed regeneration of Union Street and the wider City Centre. 

The raised platform covering the road and railway line will pierce the rear of 
Belmont Street, creating south facing plazas that will catch the sunshine.  The 
raised level will allow Belmont Street’s beautiful architecture to be fully 
appreciated and enjoyed from street level, instead of from across the valley.  
The team envisions European style cafés and bistros developing in this area. 

There have been many exciting ideas tabled for the arches and the Victorian 
toilets.  If the City Square Project proposal wins public support both elements 
will form an importat part of the final design. 
 
Q. What will happen next? 

Only when then results of the consultation are evaluated will the next stage in 
the process be proposed.  This project can only go ahead with the support of 
the public. 

Q. Isn’t this just a giant car park? 

No.  There will be about 2.5 acres of space available under the new City 
Square.  This could be partially used for car parking, but we haven’t proposed 
that.   Indeed, current planning guidance would make it very difficult to add 
many more car park spaces in the centre of Aberdeen.   We want to find out 
what you think the space could be used for. 

Q. Will there be lots of shops? 

No. While there may be a few specialist shops and cafes this is not a retail 
development. 
 
Q. What about transport infrastructure? 

Transport infrastructure is being investigated and analysed as part of the City 
Square Project.  If the proposal goes ahead the scheme will play an important 
role in the wider regeneration of Aberdeen City Centre.  As it stand the 
proposal has the potential to improve the links between Union Square, the 
train and bus stations, Union Street and the Bon Accord Quarter. 



Q. What about the Peacock proposal? 

ACSEF’s vision is about a radical transformation that will ensure the jobs and 
prosperity we need in the future. The scheme must therefore be ambitious, 
iconic and inclusive and within the key parameters that can deliver the vision. 
These are: 

• A civic space built across the area of Union Terrace Gardens and the 
Denburn Valley with sloping, sweeping stepped areas to accommodate 
level changes in the adjacent streets 

• Walk on walk off access from the four access sides to the City Square – 
Union Terrace, Belmont Street, Union Bridge and Rosemount Viaduct. 

• A minimum of 2.5 acres of green landscaped garden space 
• Concourse covered level (beneath the street level surface) providing 

access through to Aberdeen Rail and Bus station, the Green and Union 
Square with natural light wells designed into the street level surface. 

Within these parameters, we want to see a contemporary arts centre that 
meets the needs and fulfils the ambitions of Peacock and the wider arts 
community and significantly enhances the region’s cultural offering. An iconic 
building within these parameters could meet some of Peacock’s existing 
design requirements: i.e. be the same size, have the same daylight, have an 
off square entrance and, perhaps more importantly, have alongside it other 
complementary cultural activities and facilities. It could be cheaper to deliver 
than Peacock’s current design and enhance its operational viability through 
increased footfall. 
Peacock Visual Arts have planning permission to build a contemporary arts 
centre in Union Terrace Garden. 

A contemporary Arts Centre has always been at the heart of The City Square 
Project. Inclusion in the larger scheme has been offered to Peacock and if the 
project goes ahead ACSEF hopes they will be part of it. 

Q. What about a compromise that would allow the two projects to go ahead 
(partially decked area)? 

ACSEF delayed the public consultation from November 2009 to January 2010 
to allow detailed talks with PVA about a potentially integrated scheme. 

The lead authors of the technical appraisal, Halliday Fraser Munro, met with 
Edgar Gonzales of Brisac Gonzales to explore how, or indeed if, the two 
proposals could be integrated without losing the overriding principles of both.  
This meeting was facilitated by Scottish Enterprise. A positive discussion 
concluded that the existing Brisac Gonzales design could not be incorporated 
into a project based on the parameters regarded by ACSEF as being 
important to achieve the aspirations for the city centre. The only way that the 
existing design could be accommodated would be to alter the key parameters 



resulting in the road/railway not being fully covered preventing full walk-
on/walk-off access from Belmont Street in particular. 

The Brisac Gonzales building, like all good architecture, was designed for a 
particular purpose and a specific site.  In this case, the building was designed 
to be part of its landscape setting.  Edgar Gonzales recognises that a different 
site within the Gardens, or within the City Square project, would result in a 
different building design. 

GREEN SPACE 

Q. The images show too much concrete. Why are you getting rid of our only 
green space?  

The City Square Project will have at least the same amount of greenery and 
trees as the current gardens – about 2.5 acres. It will provide green space 
that is much more accessible and welcoming for everyone than the current 
Union Terrace Gardens.  If you want more than 2.5 acres of green space, let 
us know. Nothing is set in stone, this consultation is about informing the 
design moving forward. 

It is important to remember that the images we are using for the consultation 
are artists’ impression to get the conversation and ideas flowing. This 
consultation is about hearing what people want to see in the city centre. 
ACSEF is already commited to keeping large areas of green space and should 
the project go ahead the provision of significant levels of grass, indigenous 
tree, shrubery and flowers will most definitely be part of the design. 

Q. To raise the Gardens you will have to pull down mature trees. The pictures 
you show are of trees that are many years old. How do you expect to make 
trees grow in this space? 

The final design can be shaped to incorporate space to allow tree root 
systems to grow.  This has successfully been done in other schemes and 
would include building in space below ground that would be sufficient to 
allow  mature trees to prosper.  The design brief could include existing 
healthy trees especially those round the edge of the gardens.  There are also 
varieties of trees that require shallower root systems.  There are many 
examples of such tree planting in areas with similar type of ground conditions. 

What ever happens we will seek the views of an independent Aboriculturalist 
before making a decision.  The City Square Project will ensure that the design 
incorporates a significant number of trees. 

FINANCE 

Q. Aberdeen City Council has no money. How are they going to find the 
money for this? 



The proposed City Square Project will cost approximately £120 to £140 
million. Along with Sir Ian Wood’s pledge of £50 million, further private 
money will be leveraged to make up the principal funds.  

It is not unusual for wealthy businesses and individuals to give money to 
improve an area or region for the benefit of all. A similar scheme in Houston, 
Discovery Green, raised $54 million in private donations. With the starter of 
Sir Ian Wood’s £50 million together with further private donations this creates 
unprecedented leverage. 

Other funds will be leveraged through innovative funding models that are 
currently being investigated and are ring fenced for major national 
infrastructure projects. The project will not seek to source funds from 
Aberdeen City Council’s annual budget. 

THE CONSULTATION 

Q. I’ve heard that this consultation is a foregone conclusion. Will my opinion 
count? 

An independent company with experience in large public consultations has 
been employed to carry out the City Square Project consultation. All feedback 
gathered from the internet, focus groups, exhibitions, reply paid forms, text 
messages, opinion poll and phonecalls will be recorded. The results  will be 
available for to all to see at the conclusion of the consultation and used by 
ACSEF to decide whether or not to continue with this development. 

Q Who is conducting the public consultation? 

ACSEF has commissioned Weber Shandwick to deliver the public 
consultation.   Weber Shandwick’s remit is to a deliver independent, robust 
and comprehensive public consultation. 

Q A PR agency doing public consultation? How can this be independent? 

Weber Shandwick has a specialism in delivering detailed public consultations 
for some of Scotland’s largest and most high profile development projects 
including Glasgow Airport Rail Links, Trams for Edinburgh and the £150 
million redevelopment of the Bon-Accord Centre and have been contracted on 
behalf of ACSEF through Scottish Enterprise. They will ensure independent, 
transparent and robust consultation on the City Centre Project. 
 
Q. Who is paying for this consultation? 
Weber Shandwick is employed by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of ACSEF. 

 

 



WHO’S INVOLVED 

Q.  Who is ACSEF? 

Aberdeen City and Shire Economic Future (ACSEF) brings together the public 
and private sectors to realise the ambition for the future of the Region and to 
shape delivery of economic development in Aberdeen City and Shire. 

ACSEF is made up of the City and Shire Councils, Scottish Enterprise, 
Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce, Skills Development Scotland, 
VisitScotland and individuals from the private sector. 

Q.  What contribution do the private sector partners make to ACSEF? 

Our private sector partners offer their time for free and provide finance on a 
project by project basis. 

Q. Why does this consultation not include the Peacock proposal? 

This consultation is specifically designed to obtain your feedback on the 
scheme ACSEF is championing. The PVA proposal can only be offered for 
consultation by PVA, besides which the scheme has already obtained full 
planning permission therefore further amendments to the design based upon 
the public’s feedback would not be possible. 

Q. Where can I find out about the results of this consultation? 

The results of the consultation will be published and widely available as soon 
as possible after the completion of the consultation process. 

Q. Will my opinion count? 

Of course. A comprehensive consultation report will be created and evaluated. 
This exercise is all about finding out what people want. 

TIMING 

Q. If this goes ahead when will work start and finish? 

If the people of Aberdeen support this project we will use the feedback 
gathered during the public consultation to assist in shaping a design brief 
which is likely to form the basis of a international design competition.  The 
proposals would then have to be submitted for planning permission.  It is 
difficult to produce a definite timeline yet, but we imagine that the 
development could be completed by the end of 2014. 

 



        

 

Press Conference 
 

CITY SQUARE PROJECT PUBLIC CONSULTATION BEGINS 

 

Date:  Monday, January 11, 2010 

Time:  10 am 

Location: The Caledonian Hotel, Union Terrace, Aberdeen 

        

The eight-week consultation programme for the proposed creation of a new City Square is to 

be launched by ACSEF on Monday (January 11) at 10 am at the Caledonian Hotel, Union 

Terrace. Tom Smith will briefly outline the approach to the consultation, the objectives and 

the programme of how the public can get involved and have their say. He will be joined by 

Dave Blackwood, Board Member, ACSEF and Jennifer Craw, Project Steering Group 

Member. 

 

Following the briefing there will be an opportunity for questions and answers. One-to-one 

interviews with the panel members will also be available. To arrange a time for this please 

contact Alison Cran, details below. 

 

Photo opportunities will be available with ACSEF members and enlarged versions of the 

speech bubbles applied in the „Tell Us What You Want‟ campaign, on Rosemount Viaduct 

bridge, opposite His Majesty‟s Theatre looking across the gardens. 

 

Journalists and photographers are invited to attend. 

 

Issued on Friday, January 8, 2010 

 

Ends 

Contact: 

Alison Cran 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 01224 806600 

E: acran@webershandwick.com 

    

MEDIA INVITE 

Friday, 8 January 2010 

 



      

 
 

Public Urged To Have Say On City Square Project 
 

A major public consultation to ask people for their views on plans to create a new civic space 

by redeveloping Aberdeen‟s Union Terrace Gardens and Denburn Valley kicked off today 

(Monday 11 January 2009). 

 

Over a period of eight weeks ACSEF (Aberdeen City & Shire Economic Future) will seek to 

consult with as many people as possible on its City Square Project in a bid to determine the 

future vision of the city centre. 

 

The City Square Project will be a truly radical transformation of the city centre and offers a 

real opportunity to create a vibrant and thriving destination which will not only improve the 

quality of life for people in the region but will also help safeguard the north east‟s economic 

future. 

 

By raising Union Terrace Gardens and the Denburn Valley to the surrounding street level 

and covering over the railway and the dual carriageway, an accessible, safe, connected, 

public space can be realised. Aberdeen City and Shire has one chance to get this right. It is 

vital that as many people as possible participate in the public consultation to ensure that 

fantastic space is created that everyone can be proud of for generations to come. 

 

The proposal, spearheaded by ACSEF, will create over 5 acres of ground at street level and 

a further 2.5 acres of all-weather, covered space with significant daylight below. This gives 

plenty of opportunity to retain a minimum of 2.5 acres of gardens at street level. 

 

Individuals, businesses and communities throughout the region will be asked what they think 

of proposals to revamp the space and for their ideas of what should be included in the 

space. 

 

“We want as many people as possible across all sectors to get involved,” says Tom Smith, 

Chairman of ACSEF. “It is only by obtaining a wide cross section of opinions that the most 

appropriate way forward can be reached.” 

 

The consultation will run from 11 January until 5 March and will ask people: 

 

 What the five most important features of a civic space are to them 

 What they would like to see in the City Square  

MEDIA RELEASE 

Monday, 11 January 2010 

 



 Do they support ACSEF‟s vision to raise the level of Union Terrace Gardens and 

Denburn Valley 

 

A host of ways are available for people to get involved and have their say including public 

exhibitions in Aberdeen‟s shopping centres and in Peterhead and Inverurie. Leaflets about 

the project will be distributed along with a feedback form which will also be available online. 

A telephone hotline has been set up along with a dedicated website and text messaging 

service. 

 

Feedback can also be submitted on social networking sites Twitter and Facebook or by e-

mail.  

 

Further discussions will be held with focus groups including the business sector, young 

people, the arts community, residents and community groups, public and charity sector 

organisations and council members. 

 

“There are so many different ways for people to get involved, everyone has the opportunity 

to comment,” adds Tom Smith. “It is crucial that a matter as significant as the future of 

Aberdeen city centre is thoroughly considered by all who will have an interest and I would 

appeal to the people of Aberdeen city and shire to make their comments and feelings known. 

The opinions of those who have lived for many years in or around the city will be extremely 

valuable, as will the wishes and beliefs of future generations who will be the real 

beneficiaries in the years to come. 

 

“Several plans and options for the city centre have been suggested over the years and there 

is a need to breathe new life into this area of Aberdeen. What we hope to establish from the 

consultation are the public‟s thoughts on how best this can be achieved.” 

 

If the consultation shows a swell of support for the City Square Project detailed plans for the 

space will be prepared drawing on people‟s feedback and then the scheme will be taken 

forward to reality. 

 

The exhibitions will take place at the following venues: 

 

 Mall Trinity, Thursday 14 January, 9am-8pm and Friday 15 January, 9am-6pm 

 

 Union Square, Friday 29 January and Saturday 30 January, 9am-6pm 

 

 Inverurie Town Hall, Monday 1 February 9am – 5pm 

 

 Aberdeen University Students‟ Association , The Hub, Tuesday 2 February 9am-5pm 

 

 Robert Gordon University, Business School, Wednesday 10 February 9am-7pm 

 

 Bon Accord Centre,  Friday 12 February 9am- 5.30pm and Saturday 13 February 

9am- 6pm 



 

 Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre Saturday  27 February 9am – 5pm   

 

There are various ways to give feedback. These include: 

Website: www.thecitysquareproject.com 

Freephone: 0800 111 4881 

Email:  consultation@thecitysquareproject.com 

Text:  60777 starting messages with the word „Square‟ 

Twitter: @thecitysquare 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/citysquareproject 

 

Following the consultation, a full report will be prepared and made available to the public. 

 

Ends 

 

Picture Caption: 

From left to right: Tom Smith, Chairman of ACSEF, Jennifer Craw, Project Steering Group 

Member and Dave Blackwood, Vice-Chair of ACSEF. 

 

Contact: 

Neil Robertson 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 01224 806600 

E: nrobertson@webershandwick.com 

 

Note to editors 

The City Square Project public consultation is an eight-week programme which seeks to 

obtain the views of the people of Aberdeen city and shire on the proposal to provide an open 

civic space by raising Union Terrace Gardens and transforming the adjacent Denburn 

Valley. 

 

About ASCSEF 

ACSEF is a private-public sector partnership which is unique in the UK. It aims to grow the 

region‟s economy and enhance its quality of life. These aims will be achieved by building on 

key industry sectors and meeting seven priorities in the areas of improving transport and 

planning, attracting, retaining and developing skilled people, anchoring an international oil 

and gas industry, regenerating the city centre and attracting corporate headquarters. 

 

ACSEF brings together the key players in economic development and the business 

community and sets the agenda for building the right environment and conditions for 

sustainable growth and long-term prosperity in the region through a shared vision. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
First City Square Project Exhibition To Be Held in City Centre 
 
Shoppers in Aberdeen will have the first opportunity to visit an exhibition on plans to 

redevelop Union Terrace Gardens and the Denburn Valley tomorrow. 

 

The event, which will take place at The Mall, Union Street, is one of more than seven 

exhibitions being held in Aberdeen City and Shire over the next eight weeks as part of a 

major public consultation on ACSEF‟s plans to create a civic space in the heart of the city 

centre. 

 

The exhibition will run from 8.30am to 8pm and will illustrate and explain the organisation‟s 

vision for its City Square Project. Leaflets about the consultation will also be distributed, a 

presentation will be shown and the consultation team will be available to answer questions 

and hear people‟s views. 

 

The exhibition will also run at The Mall on Friday, from 9am to 6pm. 

 

Tom Smith, Chairman of ACSEF, which is spearheading the proposal, said: “The public 

consultation is people‟s one chance to really shape the future of their city centre. We want to 

hear from as many people as possible about what they want to see created in the space and 

the exhibitions are a great way for them to find out more about the project and have their 

views considered.”  

 

The City Square Project is a radical transformation of the city centre. The proposal is to raise 

Union Terrace Gardens and the Denburn Valley, creating over five acres of ground at street 

level including  2.5 acres of gardens, with a further 2.5 acres of all-weather, covered space 

with significant daylight below. 

 

The City Square Project public consultation is running from 11 January until 5 March 2010 

and is designed to engage with as many people in the region as possible. As well as the 

exhibitions, detailed focus groups will also hear from various sectors of the community 

including community groups, business representatives, young people and arts organisations.  

 

People are encouraged to complete a feedback form about the plan. This is either in the 

leaflet, available at the exhibitions or online at www.thecitysquareproject.com. Feedback is 

also being received via email, social networking sites, a freephone number or text 

messaging service. 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Wednesday, 13 January 2010 

 



All of the feedback will be analysed and used to produce a consultation report which will be 

made public. If the consultation shows a swll of support for the City Square Project, detailed 

plans for the space will be prepared and taken forward to reality. 

 

Exhibitions will also take place at the following venues: 

 

 Union Square, Friday 29 January and Saturday 30 January, 9am-6pm 

 

 Inverurie Town Hall, Monday 1 February 9am – 5pm 

 

 Aberdeen University Students‟ Association , The Hub, Tuesday 2 February 9am-5pm 

 

 Robert Gordon University, Business School, Wednesday 10 February 9am-7pm 

 

 Bon Accord Centre,  Friday 12 February 9am- 5.30pm and Saturday 13 February 

9am- 6pm 

 

 Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre Saturday  27 February 9am – 5pm   

 

There is a host of other ways to give feedback about The City Square Project. These 

include: 

 

Website: www.thecitysquareproject.com 

Freephone: 0800 111 4881 

Email:  consultation@thecitysquareproject.com 

Text:  60777 starting messages with the word „Square‟ 

Twitter: @thecitysquare 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/citysquareproject 

 

Ends 

 

Contact: 

Neil Robertson 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 01224 806600 

E: nrobertson@webershandwick.com 

 

Note to editors 

The City Square Project public consultation is an eight-week programme which seeks to 

obtain the views of the people of Aberdeen city and shire on the proposal to provide an open 

civic space by raising Union Terrace Gardens and transforming the adjacent Denburn 

Valley. 

 

About ACSEF 

ACSEF is a private-public sector partnership which is unique in the UK. It aims to grow the 

region‟s economy and enhance its quality of life. These aims will be achieved by building on 



key industry sectors and meeting seven priorities in the areas of improving transport and 

planning, attracting, retaining and developing skilled people, anchoring an international oil 

and gas industry, regenerating the city centre and attracting corporate headquarters. 

 

ACSEF brings together the key players in economic development and the business 

community and sets the agenda for building the right environment and conditions for 

sustainable growth and long-term prosperity in the region through a shared vision. 

 



     

 
Embargoed Until 0001hrs Friday 22 January 2010  

 

Date: Thursday 21 January 2010 

 

Time: 1200 hrs 

 

Location: TBC 

 

Event:  Dave Blackwood, vice chair of ACSEF (Aberdeen City and Shire Economic Future)  

 will take to two wheels as part of a cycling advertisement campaign to highlight the      

 City Square Project pubic consultation. Specially converted low rise, front pedal are 

being used over the next three days to pull banner adverts highlighting the next 

public exhibitions at the end of this month. 

 

Dave Blackwood will also be available for interview. Please contact Neil Robertson at 

Weber Shandwick to arrange this. His contact details are below. 

 

 

Pedal Power Helps Boost Involvement In City Square Consultation 
 

Cycling adverts have hit the streets of Aberdeen to boost awareness of a public consultation 

on plans to redevelop the city‟s Union Terrace Gardens and Denburn Valley. 

 

Two bikes pulling consultation adverts can be spotted making their way around the city 

centre over the next  three days (Thursday until Saturday) promoting the next series of 

public exhibition which will take place at Union Square next week. 

 

So far more than 2,000 people have got involved with the consultation and it‟s hoped many 

more will share their views on ACSEF‟s (Aberdeen City and Shire Economic Future) plans to 

create a civic square over the coming weeks. 

 

Dave Blackwood, vice chair of ACSEF said: “We‟ve had a fantastic start to the consultation. 

It‟s been great to see so many people taking the time to let us know about their thoughts on 

our plans but we want to hear from people throughout the region and would urge everyone 

to tell us what they think – whether they support the scheme or not. It‟s essential we gain an 

accurate insight into what the people of Aberdeen City and Shire want for this important area 

of the city.” 

 

MEDIA INVITE & 

RELEASE 

Wednesday, 20 January 2010 

 



The City Square Public consultation was launched on 11 January and is running until 5 

March. Public exhibitions are taking place at key destinations throughout the regions where 

members of the consultation team are on hand to answer questions and record people‟s 

views. A professional opinion poll is also being conducted and focus groups are being held 

over the coming weeks to speak in more depth to specific sections of the community 

including businesses, creative and arts, community councils and transport organisations. 

 

There are various ways for people to voice their thoughts on the project. Feedback forms are 

available at the exhibitions and to download at the City Square Project website. A dedicated 

freephone number and text service has been launched along with social networking sites on 

Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Ways to participate in the consultation include: 

 

Website: www.thecitysquareproject.com 

Freephone: 0800 111 4881 

Email:  consultation@thecitysquareproject.com 

Text:  60777 starting messages with the word „Square‟ 

Twitter: @thecitysquare 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/citysquareproject 

 

Following the conclusion of the consultation, a report will be prepared and made public. 

Should there be a ground swell of support for the proposal, detailed plans will be prepared 

and taken forward to reality. 

 

Ends 

 

Contact: 

Neil Robertson 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 01224 806600 

E: nrobertson@webershandwick.com 

Note to editors    

 

Public Exhibitions will take place on the following dates: 

 

 Union Square, Friday 29 January and Saturday 30 January, 9am-6pm 

 

 Inverurie Town Hall, Monday 1 February 9am – 5pm 

 

 Aberdeen University Students‟ Association , The Hub, Tuesday 2 February 9am-5pm 

 

 Robert Gordon University, Business School, Wednesday 10 February 9am-7pm 

 

 Bon Accord Centre,  Friday 12 February 9am- 5.30pm and Saturday 13 February 

9am- 6pm 



 

 Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre Saturday  27 February 9am – 5pm   

 

About The City Square Project 

The City Square Project public consultation is an eight-week programme which seeks to 

obtain the views of the people of Aberdeen city and shire on the proposal to provide an open 

civic space by raising Union Terrace Gardens and transforming the adjacent Denburn 

Valley. 

 

About ACSEF 

ACSEF is a private-public sector partnership which is unique in the UK. It aims to grow the 

region‟s economy and enhance its quality of life. These aims will be achieved by building on 

key industry sectors and meeting seven priorities in the areas of improving transport and 

planning, attracting, retaining and developing skilled people, anchoring an international oil 

and gas industry, regenerating the city centre and attracting corporate headquarters. 

 

ACSEF brings together the key players in economic development and the business 

community and sets the agenda for building the right environment and conditions for 

sustainable growth and long-term prosperity in the region through a shared vision. 

 



 

                                                                            

 

 

Union Terrace Ideas Flood In As Consultation Visits Union Square 

 

Suggestions of everything from a science centre and a venue for a curling bonspiel to the 

inclusion of a city heritage centre are among the public‟s many ideas for Union Terrace 

Gardens. 

 

The aspirational thoughts have come in from the several thousand members of the public 

who have had their say so far on ACSEF‟s plans to create a civic space in the heart of the 

city centre. 

 

Many more opinions and ideas on The City Square Project will be sought this weekend as 

the consultation heads for Union Square, where the consultation‟s latest exhibition will 

illustrate and explain the organisation‟s vision. 

 

The exhibition at Union Square is the latest in a series of seven exhibitions being held in 

Aberdeen City and Shire as part of a major public consultation. This weekend‟s exhibition 

will run from 8.30am to 6pm on Friday and Saturday (January 29 and 30). 

 

Other feedback on the concept to date has included requests for plenty green surroundings, 

space for live music, a Speaker‟s Corner, a memento of Aberdeen‟s commercial history, the 

introduction of underground linkages to Union Square and an effective blending of traditional 

surroundings with modern design.  

 

“It is fantastic that so many people have engaged in the feedback process already,” 

commented Dave Blackwood, Board Member of ACSEF. “It is essential that this consultation 

obtains a true picture of the wishes of the people of Aberdeen city and shire. We thank those 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Thursday, 28 January 2010 

 



who have already got involved but I would encourage anyone who hasn‟t yet done so to get 

in touch. This is a great opportunity for people to get out and have their say – the real 

tragedy in this process would be if people don‟t speak up.” 

 

At the exhibition leaflets about the consultation will be distributed, a presentation will be 

shown and the consultation team will be available to answer questions and hear people‟s 

views. 

 

The City Square Project public consultation commenced on 11 January and runs until 5 

March 2010 and is designed to engage with as many people in the region as possible. As 

well as the exhibitions, detailed focus groups have also been hearing from various cross 

sections of the population including community groups, business representatives, young 

people and arts organisations.  

 

At the exhibitions people are encouraged to complete a feedback form about the plan. This 

form is also available online at www.thecitysquareproject.com. Feedback can also be given 

by email, social networking sites, a freephone number or text messaging service and opinion 

polls are being conducted. 

 

A consultation report, which will be made public, will be produced once all feedback has 

been analysed. For the City Square Project to be taken forward to reality and detailed plans 

for the space prepared there needs to be a groundswell of support. 

 

Exhibitions will also take place at the following venues: 

 

 Inverurie Town Hall, Monday 1 February 9am – 5pm 

 

 Aberdeen University Students‟ Association , The Hub, Tuesday 2 February 9am-5pm 

 

 Robert Gordon University, Business School, Wednesday 10 February 9am-7pm 

 

 Bon Accord Centre,  Friday 12 February 9am- 5.30pm and Saturday 13 February 

9am- 6pm 

 

 Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre Saturday  27 February 9am – 5pm   

http://www.thecitysquareproject.com/


 

There is a host of other ways to give feedback about The City Square Project. These 

include: 

 

Website:          www.thecitysquareproject.com 

Freephone:      0800 111 4881 

Email:              consultation@thecitysquareproject.com 

Text:                60777 starting messages with the word „Square‟ 

Twitter:            @thecitysquare 

Facebook:       www.facebook.com/citysquareproject 

 

Ends 

 

Contact: 

Neil Robertson 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 01224 806600 

E: nrobertson@webershandwick.com 

 

Note to editors 

The City Square Project public consultation is an eight-week programme which seeks to 

obtain the views of the people of Aberdeen city and shire on the proposal to provide an open 

civic space by raising Union Terrace Gardens and transforming the adjacent Denburn 

Valley. 

 

About ACSEF 

ACSEF is a private-public sector partnership which is unique in the UK. It aims to grow the 

region‟s economy and enhance its quality of life. These aims will be achieved by building on 

key industry sectors and meeting seven priorities in the areas of improving transport and 

planning, attracting, retaining and developing skilled people, anchoring an international oil 

and gas industry, regenerating the city centre and attracting corporate headquarters. 

http://www.thecitysquareproject.com/
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ACSEF brings together the key players in economic development and the business 

community and sets the agenda for building the right environment and conditions for 

sustainable growth and long-term prosperity in the region through a shared vision. 

 

 

 

 



                                                                            

 

 

Participation High As Consultation Reaches Mid Point 

 

 

As  a major consultation into proposals to create a new civic space in the heart of Aberdeen  

reaches its half way stage organisers are extremely encouraged by the high level of 

involvement from the people of Aberdeen city and shire. 

 

In the space of just four weeks more than 7000 people have participated in the consultation 

for The City Square Project, including an impressive 5500 direct responses. The project‟s 

website has had 14,000 hits and almost 1000 people have attended the consultation‟s 

exhibitions to date. 

 

The consultation is seeking to establish people‟s views into plans to create a new civic space 

by redeveloping Aberdeen‟s Union Terrace Gardens and Denburn Valley. 

 

The public have also been represented at focus groups to which almost 200 different sectors 

and organisations have been invited, including the arts community, charities, businesses, 

hotel and bar trade, festival organisers, music groups, schools, housing associations, senior 

citizens forums, clubs, community councils, youth projects, utility providers, transport groups, 

disability organisations, civic societies, MSPs and councillors. 

 

“We have seen an amazing level of participation,” commented Tom Smith, Chairman of 

ACSEF. “Many of these figures already exceed those of Scotland‟s largest consultations and 

we still have four weeks to run. 

 

“This is clearly a matter which people feel strongly about and I would encourage anyone who 

hasn‟t yet taken the opportunity to state their views.. Every submission will be logged as part 
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of the process and will be included in the final consultation report. Please don‟t sit back and 

rely on others to comment – you have the opportunity to shape the future of Aberdeen.”  

 

The proposal is for 5 acres of multi-layered open space, incorporating a civic square, at least 

2.5 acres of gardens and trees, and potential for a contemporary arts centre. 

 

More opinions and ideas on The City Square Project will be sought this weekend as the 

consultation heads for the Bon Accord Centre.  

 

The latest exhibition is one of seven shows being held across the North east as part of the 

public consultation. This weekend‟s event will be open from 9am to 6pm on Friday and 

Saturday (February 12 and 13). 

 

At the exhibition leaflets about the consultation will be distributed, a presentation of possible 

designs will be shown and the consultation team will be available to answer questions and 

hear people‟s views. Suggestions so far have ranged from a science centre and a Speaker‟s 

Corner  to inclusion of a city heritage centre. 

 

The City Square Project public consultation commenced on 11 January and runs until 5 

March 2010 and is designed to engage with as many people in the region as possible. 

Exhibitions have already been held at Union Square, The Mall (Trinity Centre) and Aberdeen 

University Students Association in Aberdeen, and at Inverurie town hall. 

 

At the exhibitions people are encouraged to complete a feedback form about the plan. This 

form is also available online at www.thecitysquareproject.com. Feedback can also be given 

by email, social networking sites, a freephone number or text messaging service and opinion 

polls are being conducted. 

 

A consultation report, which will be made public, will be produced once all feedback has 

been analysed. For the City Square Project to be taken forward to reality and detailed plans 

for the space prepared there needs to be a groundswell of support. 

 

An exhibition will also take place at the Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre, Saturday  

27 February 9am – 5pm.   

 

http://www.thecitysquareproject.com/


Other ways to give feedback about The City Square Project include: 

 

Website:          www.thecitysquareproject.com 

Freephone:      0800 111 4881 

Email:              consultation@thecitysquareproject.com 

Text:                60777 starting messages with the word „Square‟ 

Twitter:            @thecitysquare 

Facebook:       www.facebook.com/citysquareproject 

 

Ends 

 

Contact: 

Neil Robertson 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 01224 806600 

E: nrobertson@webershandwick.com 

 

Note to editors 

The City Square Project public consultation is an eight-week programme which seeks to 

obtain the views of the people of Aberdeen city and shire on the proposal to provide an open 

civic space by raising Union Terrace Gardens and transforming the adjacent Denburn 

Valley.  

The public consultation commenced on Monday, 11 January, 2010 and ends on Friday, 5 

March, 2010. 

 

About ACSEF 

ACSEF is a private-public sector partnership which is unique in the UK. It aims to grow the 

region‟s economy and enhance its quality of life. These aims will be achieved by building on 

key industry sectors and meeting seven priorities in the areas of improving transport and 

planning, attracting, retaining and developing skilled people, anchoring an international oil 

and gas industry, regenerating the city centre and attracting corporate headquarters. 
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ACSEF brings together the key players in economic development and the business 

community and sets the agenda for building the right environment and conditions for 

sustainable growth and long-term prosperity in the region through a shared vision. 

 



                                                                            

 

 

Participation in City Square Consultation  

Set to Beat Other Major Scottish Projects 

 

-- Higher levels of feedback than Forth Crossing, GARL or Edinburgh Trams 

Consultations -- 

 

Demonstrating the depth and accessibility of the City Square Project consultation process it 

has been revealed that more than 7,500 people have shown an interest or registered their 

opinion about the proposals. 

 

Participation in the City Square Consultation looks set to be one of the highest in Scotland.  

Already, and with almost two weeks still to run, official participation is higher than 

consultation on the Forth Crossing, GARL and Edinburgh Trams. 

 

Commenting on the unprecedented participation rates, a spokesman for the City Square 

Project said:  “Already over 7500 people have been involved in the consultation by 

responding to our consultation leaflet via a freepost address, filling in the online survey form 

or visiting one of our exhibitions.  From the huge response received so far it is clear that 

people know how to get involved. 

 

“The consultation process for the City Square Project not only follows but exceeds best 

practice guidelines.  We have created many opportunities for people to get involved, be that 

by freephone, text, postal survey, online survey, 8 public exhibitions and 9 focus groups.  

Information about how to get involved has been widely advertised in the media, through mail 

drops to local households in the vicinity of Union Terrace Gardens, and posters in 

community centres and libraries. 
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“At the conclusion of the consultation we will compile all the information and produce a very 

detailed and transparent consultation report.  As far as possible, within data protection laws, 

we will publish the raw consultation data and we will provide an analysis of comment trends 

and the feedback received.   

 

“This report will be used to decide whether there is enough support to take the project to the 

next stage.  Crucially the report will also provide ACSEF with valuable information to help the 

design of the scheme if it is to progress.” 

 

The public have also been represented at focus groups to which almost 200 different sectors 

and organisations have been invited, including the arts community, charities, businesses, 

hotel and bar trade, festival organisers, music groups, schools, housing associations, senior 

citizens forums, clubs, community councils, youth projects, utility providers, transport groups, 

disability organisations, civic societies, MSPs and councillors. 

 

Ways to give feedback about The City Square Project include: 

 

Website:          www.thecitysquareproject.com 

Freephone:      0800 111 4881 

Email:              consultation@thecitysquareproject.com 

Text:                60777 starting messages with the word „Square‟ 

Twitter:            @thecitysquare 

Facebook:       www.facebook.com/citysquareproject 

 

The public consultation will close on 5th March 2010. 

 

Ends 

 

Contact: 

Neil Robertson 

Weber Shandwick 
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T: 01224 806600 

E:nrobertson@webershandwick.com 

 

Note to editors 

The City Square Project public consultation is an eight-week programme which seeks to 

obtain the views of the people of Aberdeen city and shire on the proposal to provide an open 

civic space by raising Union Terrace Gardens and transforming the adjacent Denburn 

Valley.  

The public consultation commenced on Monday, 11 January, 2010 and ends on Friday, 5 

March, 2010. 

 

About ACSEF 

ACSEF is a private-public sector partnership which is unique in the UK. It aims to grow the 

region‟s economy and enhance its quality of life. These aims will be achieved by building on 

key industry sectors and meeting seven priorities in the areas of improving transport and 

planning, attracting, retaining and developing skilled people, anchoring an international oil 

and gas industry, regenerating the city centre and attracting corporate headquarters. 

 

ACSEF brings together the key players in economic development and the business 

community and sets the agenda for building the right environment and conditions for 

sustainable growth and long-term prosperity in the region through a shared vision. 

 



                                                                            

 

 

Consultation Report Date Announced 

 

The eight week public consultation to find out what people think about plans to transform 

Union Terrace Gardens and the Denburn Valley has now closed.   It is estimated that over 

10,000 people provided feedback through the consultation process. 

 

Over the next few weeks the feedback received by post, the website, email, telephone, text 

messages and focus groups will be analysed. 

 

The process will begin with each single response being logged, checked and duplicates 

removed. The figures will then be analysed along with a vast amount of qualitative data, 

which will be studied for common trends. 

 

ACSEF will then announce the result of the consultation on Tuesday 13 April. 

 

A full consultation report will be published on this date.  This will be made available on the 

project website at www.thecitysquareproject.com.  A summary leaflet will also be made 

available. 

 

Tom Smith, Chair of ACSEF, said: “A huge amount of work is now underway to analyse the 

quantitative and qualitative data collected over the last eight weeks. To put the scale of this 

task into perspective, the consultation report on Edinburgh Trams took 12 weeks to compile 

based on feedback from 3,500 people. There has been three times that amount of input from 

the public for the City Square Project. 

 

“When ACSEF partners have had time to consider the opinions of those who got involved in 

the consultation a decision will be made as to whether we take our ambitions for the future of 

Aberdeen City Centre forward.” 

 

If the consultation has demonstrated there is a groundswell of support for the creation of The 

City Square, feedback from this process will help form the brief for an International Design 

Competition. The resulting designs will then be subject to a formal planning consultation. 
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Independent communications organisation Weber Shandwick is developing the consultation 

report. 

 

 

Ends 

 

Contact: 

Neil Robertson 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 01224 806600 

E: nrobertson@webershandwick.com 

 

Note to editors 

The City Square Project public consultation is an eight-week programme which seeks to 

obtain the views of the people of Aberdeen city and shire on the proposal to provide an open 

civic space by raising Union Terrace Gardens and transforming the adjacent Denburn 

Valley.  

The public consultation commenced on Monday, 11 January, 2010 and ends on Friday, 5 

March, 2010. 

 

About ACSEF 

ACSEF is a private-public sector partnership which is unique in the UK. It aims to grow the 

region‟s economy and enhance its quality of life. These aims will be achieved by building on 

key industry sectors and meeting seven priorities in the areas of improving transport and 

planning, attracting, retaining and developing skilled people, anchoring an international oil 

and gas industry, regenerating the city centre and attracting corporate headquarters. 

 

ACSEF brings together the key players in economic development and the business 

community and sets the agenda for building the right environment and conditions for 

sustainable growth and long-term prosperity in the region through a shared vision. 
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